
























73rd Annual Children's Shopping Tour 
Spreading Smiles: A Triumph in Giving 

T
he Salinas Area Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation proudly hosted the 72nd Annual 
Children's Shopping Tour on December 9th at 
Northridge Mall. This cherished event, estab­

lished decades ago by the Salinas Jaycees, brought 
together 400 children in 1st through 4th grades for a 
memorable shopping experience aimed at providing 
much-needed winter and school clothes. 

The success of the Children's Shopping Tour relies 
on the collaboration of school districts and teachers 
who identify the neediest children in our community. 
The event also owes its success to the dedication of 
hundreds of volunteers and chaperones who showed 
up to ensure the children had an amazing shopping 
experience. 

"It was a busy few months getting ready for the 
event! It was amazing to see the incredible turnout 
of volunteers, and the unwavering support from our 
sponsors that made it a wonderful experience for the 
children. As a foundation board member, I am proud 
to be a part of an organization that continues to make 
a positive difference in the lives of our local children. 
After volunteering for the last few years, I can't wait to 
do it again next year!" said Salinas Foundation Board 
Member Greg Hamer. 

A huge THANK YOU goes to the Children's Shopping 
Tour committee members: Cynthia Martinez, Evette 
Selva-Kirby, George Gonzales, Greg Hamer, Cristal 
Hamer, Armando Soria, Miguel Santamaria, Dexter 
Farm, David Poulin, Jr., Amy Salmina, Jose Barajas 
and Jennifer Russell. We also greatly appreciate 
the Salinas Valley Chamber staff who stepped up 
and did an incredible job helping to coordinate the 
event: Willa Doroy, Gabriel Lopez, Jasmine Bhardwaj, 
Bryan Cabello, Cesar Chavez, and Karin Moss. We 
also couldn't have done it without the cooperation of 
Northridge Mall and their marketing manager, Celia 
Garcia. 

Thanks also to our Northridge Mall shopping 
Partners: JC Penney, Macy's, A Children's Place, 
Journeys and Old Navy. 

The Salinas Chamber Foundation extends its heart­
felt gratitude to the sponsors whose generosity made 
this event a reality. Their support underscores the 
community's commitment to ensuring that every child 
has the opportunity to enjoy the holiday season. 

The Foundation extends its heartfelt gratitude to the 
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the generous community mem­
bers who also donated to make 
the Children's Shopping Tour a 
success. Their commitment to 
supporting our local kids exem­
plifies the spirit of kindness that 
defines Salinas. They are Chris 
Steinbruner, Mark Kennedy, 
Marylu and David Mesa, Marilyn 
Ouadros, Chuck Des Roches, 
Linda Heffner, Dean and Kristin 
Callender, Steve McShane, Carol 
Dolleni, Robert Kasavan, Brad 
and Laurie Martin, Ruby Salazar, 
Maria Cabrera and Angelica 
Prado. 

As the 72nd Children's 
Shopping Tour comes to a close, 
the Foundation is already looking 
forward to next year, anticipating 

even greater community partic­
ipation and impact. We remain 
dedicated to making a positive 
difference in the lives of local 
children and are thankful for the 
continued support of the com­
munity, sponsors, volunteers, 
and partners. 

Presenting sponsors: 
Alco Water, Chevron, Harden 
Foundation and Northridge Mall 

Supporting Sponsors: Bay 
Federal Credit Union, Coast & 
Valley Properties, Salinas Host 
Lion's Club, and Wow! Smiles 

Medi a Sponsors: KION TV, 
Stafford Bain Visuals 

In-Kind Sponsors: BJs 
Brewhouse, Chick-fil-A, Panera, 
Taylor Farms � 

Left top: CST Committee Members Armando Soria, 

George Gonzales and Miguel Santamaria; Left bot­

tom: Chamber staff member, Bryan Cabello with his 

new friends; Below: Shopping thanks to incredible 

donors. Right: Santa came by to surprise the kids! 
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